















<The Prisons (Le Carceri)> (1st 
edition): (1) Title Plate
c. 1758-1760; first published in c. 1749-1750
Etching and engraving
55.3×41.9 cm (plate); 74.2×51.9 cm (paper)





<The Prisons (Le Carceri)> (1st 
edition): (4) Grand Piazza
c. 1758-1760; first published in c. 1749-1750
Etching and engraving
55.3×41.7 cm (plate); 75×51.9 cm (paper)




























This exhibition was organized to supplement the Hubert Robert special 
exhibition held at the same time, and presented The Prisons print series 
by the major 18th century print artist Giovanni Battista Piranesi. Robert 
and Piranesi were friends and both created a number of works on the 
theme of imaginary landscapes and ruins. By viewing both exhibitions, 
visitors were able to gain a deeper understanding of the art of their 
period.
As indicated by the series name, this series presents various views 
of prisons. Rather than depict actual prisons, Piranesi set out from the 
beginning to create fictitious realms. Giant columns and beams, chains, 
torture equipment and numerous prisoners are shown in overwhelmingly 
powerful lines and bold compositions. Imaginary prison scenes frequently 
appeared in the stage design of this period, and these theatrical works 
may have inspired Piranesi. However, his imagination and concentration 
are striking in this series, and as a result they greatly stimulated the 
imagination of many of the Romantic school novelists of the 19th 
century. Even today, these works continue to influence art, architecture, 
literature and film.
This exhibition featured both the 1st and the 2nd editions of The 
Prisons series. The greatly revised 2nd edition was completed by two 
additional works in 1761 after Piranesi separated from his publisher. It 
features stronger contrasts and thus more dramatic effects than the 1st 
edition. In the 2nd edition at times Piranesi used his own fingers and 
palms on the plates as he sought greater print expression. This exhibition 
allowed visitors to compare the two editions and thus gain a greater 
understanding of how his vision for the series changed.
 (Shinsuke Watanabe)
ピラネージ『牢獄』展
The Prisons by Giovanni Battista Piranesi
会期：2012年3月6日– 5月20日
主催：国立西洋美術館
Duration: 6 March – 20 May 2012







<The Prisons (Le Carceri)> (1st 
edition): (3) Round Tower
c. 1758-1760; first published in c. 1749-1750
Etching and engraving
55.6×41.8 cm (plate); 75×51.9 cm (paper)






<The Prisons (Le Carceri)> (1st 
edition): (6) Smoking Fire
c. 1758-1760; first published in c. 1749-1750
Etching and engraving
54.9×40.3 cm (plate); 75.1×51.9 cm (paper)







<The Prisons (Le Carceri)> (1st 
edition): (7) Drawbridge
c. 1758-1760; first published in c. 1749-1750
Etching and engraving
56.1×41.5 cm (plate); 75.1×51.9 cm (paper)








<The Prisons (Le Carceri)> (1st 
edition): (8) Staircase with Trophies 
c. 1758-1760; first published in c. 1749-1750
Etching and engraving
55.7×40.6 cm







<The Prisons (Le Carceri)> (1st 
edition): (9) Giant Wheel 
c. 1758-1760; first published in c. 1749-1750
Etching and engraving
56.1×41.1 cm (plate); 51.7×73.2 cm (paper)








<The Prisons (Le Carceri)> (1st 
edition): (10) Prisoners on a Projecting 
Platform 
c. 1758-1760; first published in c. 1749-1750
Etching and engraving
41.7×55.3 cm (plate); 51.7×73.2 cm (paper)








<The Prisons (Le Carceri)> (1st 
edition): (11) Arch with a Shell Ornament 
c. 1758-1760; first published in c. 1749-1750
Etching and engraving
40.8×55.7 cm (plate); 51.7×72.6 cm (paper)







<The Prisons (Le Carceri)> (1st 
edition): (12) Sawhorse 
c. 1758-1760; first published in c. 1749-1750
Etching and engraving
41.7×56.4 cm (plate); 51.7×75.1 cm (paper)







<The Prisons (Le Carceri)> (1st 
edition): (13) Well
c. 1758-1760; first published in c. 1749-1750
Etching and engraving
41.1×56 cm (plate); 51.8×74.3 cm (paper)







<The Prisons (Le Carceri)> (1st 
edition): (14) Gothic Arch
c. 1758-1760; first published in c. 1749-1750
Etching and engraving
41.7×55.6 cm (plate); 51.7×74.5 cm (paper)








<The Prisons (Le Carceri)> (1st 
edition): (15) Pier with a Lamp
c. 1758-1760; first published in c. 1749-1750
Etching and engraving
41.5×55.8 cm (plate); 51.8×74.1 cm (paper)







<The Prisons (Le Carceri)> (1st 
edition): (16) Pier with Chains 
c. 1758-1760; first published in c. 1749-1750
Etching and engraving
41×55.7 cm (image); 51.7×74.1 cm (paper)








<The Prisons (Le Carceri)> (2nd 
edition): (1) Title Plate
Mid. 1760s-early 1770s (by Robison); first 
published in 1761
Etching and engraving
55.3×41.9 cm (plate); 74.5×54 cm (paper)








<The Prisons (Le Carceri)> (2nd 
edition): (2) The Man on the Rack 
Mid. 1760s-early 1770s (by Robison); first 
published in 1761
Etching and engraving
57.1×42 cm (plate); 74.5×54 cm (paper)








<The Prisons (Le Carceri)> (2nd 
edition): (3) Round Tower
Mid. 1760s-early 1770s (by Robison); first 
published in 1761
Etching and engraving
55.6×41.8 cm (plate); 74.5×54 cm (paper)








<The Prisons (Le Carceri)> (2nd 
edition): (4) Grand Piazza
Mid. 1760s-early 1770s (by Robison); first 
published in 1761
Etching and engraving
55.3×41.7 cm (plate); 74.5×54 cm (paper)









<The Prisons (Le Carceri)> (2nd 
edition): (5) The Lion Bas-Relief 
30
Mid. 1760s-early 1770s (by Robison); first 
published in 1761
Etching and engraving
57×41.6 cm (plate); 74.5×54 cm (paper)








<The Prisons (Le Carceri)> (2nd 
edition): (6) Smoking Fire 
Mid. 1760s-early 1770s (by Robison); first 
published in 1761
Etching and engraving
54.9×40.3 cm (plate); 74.5×54 cm (paper)








<The Prisons (Le Carceri)> (2nd 
edition): (7) Drawbridge
Mid. 1760s-early 1770s (by Robison); first 
published in 1761
Etching and engraving
56.1×41.5 cm (plate); 74.5×54 cm (paper)









<The Prisons (Le Carceri)> (2nd 
edition): (8) Staircase with Trophies 
Mid. 1760s-early 1770s (by Robison); first 
published in 1761
Etching and engraving
55.7×40.6 cm (plate); 74.5×54 cm (paper)








<The Prisons (Le Carceri)> (2nd 
edition): (9) Giant Wheel 
Mid. 1760s-early 1770s (by Robison); first 
published in 1761
Etching and engraving
56.1×41.1 cm (plate); 74.5×54 cm (paper)









<The Prisons (Le Carceri)> (2nd 
edition): (10)Prisoners on a Projecting 
Platform 
Mid. 1760s-early 1770s (by Robison); first 
published in 1761
Etching and engraving
56.1×41.1 cm (plate); 74.5×54 cm (paper)









<The Prisons (Le Carceri)> (2nd 
edition): (11) Arch with a Shell Ornament
Mid. 1760s-early 1770s (by Robison); first 
published in 1761
Etching and engraving
40.8×55.7 cm (plate); 74.5×54 cm (paper)








<The Prisons (Le Carceri)> (2nd 
edition): (12) Sawhorse
Mid. 1760s-early 1770s (by Robison); first 
published in 1761
Etching and engraving
41.7×56.4 cm (plate); 74.5×54 cm (paper)








<The Prisons (Le Carceri)> (2nd 
edition): (13) Well 
Mid. 1760s-early 1770s (by Robison); first 
published in 1761
Etching and engraving
41.1×56 cm (plate); 74.5×54 cm (paper)









<The Prisons (Le Carceri)> (2nd 
edition): (14) Gothic Arch
Mid. 1760s-early 1770s (by Robison); first 
published in 1761
Etching and engraving
41.7×55.6 cm (plate); 74.5×54 cm (paper)









<The Prisons (Le Carceri)> (2nd 
edition): (15) Pier with a Lamp
Mid. 1760s-early 1770s (by Robison); first 
published in 1761
Etching and engraving
41.5×55.8 cm (plate); 74.5×54 cm (paper)








<The Prisons (Le Carceri)> (2nd 
edition): (16) Pier with Chains
Mid. 1760s-early 1770s (by Robison); first 
published in 1761
Etching and engraving
41×55.7 cm (plate); 74.5×54 cm (paper)
Focillon 39; Hind 16 (2/); Robison 42 (4/); Wilton-
Ely 41.
G.1987-438
